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Aims and Scope 
EJOSSAH is dedicated to promoting fresh scholarly enquiry on Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa. It is 
devoted to empirical and analytical research and its application in social sciences and humanities. 
The journal publishes original research articles, literature reviews, book reviews, short 
communications, obituaries, and conference papers. 

Originality 
EJOSSAH publishes articles based on original research using primary empirical data, including 
surveys, in-depth interviews, key informant interviews, focus group discussions (FGD), archives, 
newspapers, and government and non-governmental organisation documents, or articles developed 
using secondary data. In the latter case, the author should clearly outline their fresh or new 
contribution or a new reinterpretation of the existing literature. 

Submissions must be original and must not have been previously published or be under 
consideration for publication elsewhere. The simultaneous submission of a manuscript to multiple 
journals is unethical and will result in rejection. 

Language 
All submissions must be written in English. Authors are strongly advised to have their manuscripts 
proofread prior to submission. 

Manuscript Length 
Word limits are inclusive of references. 

Research articles: 4,500–7,500 words including abstract and references.  

Book reviews and short communications: maximum 2,500 words 

Submission of Manuscripts 
Contributions should be submitted online via the journal's ScienceOpen collection page. 

ScienceOpen submission link:  

All EJOSSAH contributors must register on ScienceOpen, the open access platform that hosts the 
journal. ScienceOpen ensures published work is highly visible to researchers worldwide and makes 
manuscripts more easily discoverable. ScienceOpen integrates with ORCID. If you do not yet have an 
ORCID, register at https://orcid.org/register. Complete your ScienceOpen registration before 



submitting your manuscript. Pluto Journals offers an ORCID registration video guide at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSc_vc-wQaU. It is easiest to obtain both an ORCID number and 
a ScienceOpen account before submission. 

Submission Mechanics 

If you already have an ORCID and a ScienceOpen account, skip to Submit a Manuscript. Otherwise: 

1. On the Ethiopian Journal of the Social Sciences and Humanities (EJOSSAH) ScienceOpen 
homepage X, hover over My ScienceOpen and select Register. 

2. Follow the steps: Create an account, get an ORCID, link it, and verify your email. 

Submit a Manuscript 

3. Sign in at the Ethiopian Journal of the Social Sciences and Humanities (EJOSSAH)  
ScienceOpen homepage X. 

4. Click Submit a manuscript on the homepage. 

5. Upload both Word and PDF versions of your work (Word for processing, PDF for 
preservation). 

6. Provide the required details, including title, abstract (max 250 words in the submission 
system), keywords (up to 10), and author order. 

7. Select the appropriate Article type and corresponding author email. 

8. Categorize your work under Disciplines and Data availability. 

9. Specify funder details if applicable. 

10. Agree to author statements and submit. 

Manuscript Preparation 

Formatting 
Manuscripts should be prepared in Times New Roman throughout. Font sizes should reflect the 
hierarchical structure of the text: 14pt for the manuscript title, 12pt for primary section headings, 
11pt for secondary section headings, and 11pt for body text. 

First Page 
The first page should contain the manuscript title, abstract, and keywords only. The abstract should 
not exceed 250 words and should convey the manuscript's principal argument and findings. 
Keywords should follow the abstract and reflect the manuscript's content. 

Structure 
The body of the manuscript should be divided into a maximum of three or four sections. Depending 
on the nature of the research, manuscripts may be structured as follows: 



Quantitative research 
• Introduction/Background — presenting the rationale, problem statement, research 

methods, and a brief overview of the article. 

• Methods — describing what was done and how, justifying the design, sample size, and 
sampling procedures, and explaining how results were processed to answer the research 
question. 

• Results — presenting the findings of the researcher(s) after data analysis, including any 
significant patterns or insights from the raw data. 

• Discussion — interpreting, analysing, and explaining the results, placing them in the context 
of the entire study, and addressing the study's limitations. 

• Conclusion — synthesising the essential findings and, where relevant, making 
recommendations or identifying areas for future research. 

Qualitative and mixed-methods research 
Authors using qualitative and mixed-methods approaches may organise the body of the article using 
one of the following structures: 

• Chronological — organising material in chronological order to explain historical processes 
and developments. 

• Comparative — selecting major themes or issues used for comparison of cases and 
structuring the article accordingly. 

• Thematic — identifying themes broadly representative of the issues addressed in the 
research and structuring the article accordingly. 

Quotations 
EJOSSAH adheres to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA Style), 
7th edition. Direct quotations of more than 40 words should be indented 0.5" from both sides of the 
margin as a block quotation. Direct quotations of fewer than 40 words should be incorporated into 
the text in inverted commas. 

Tables and Figures 
Tables and figures should be numbered consecutively in the order of their appearance in the 
manuscript. Each table and figure must have a descriptive caption. Captions for tables are placed 
above the table; captions for figures are placed below. Where possible, place tables and figures 
within the text at appropriate points rather than at the end of the manuscript. Sources for all tables 
and figures must be acknowledged. All table formats should conform to APA Style 7th edition. 

Citations and References 
All in-text citations and references must follow APA Style 7th edition. References should be listed 
alphabetically by the author's last name at the end of the manuscript. Please note: Ethiopian authors 
should be referred to by their first names in accordance with Ethiopian naming conventions. 



Examples of reference formatting: 

Journal article with DOI 
Herbst-Damm, K. L., & Kulik, J. A. (2005). Volunteer support, marital status, and the survival 

times of terminally ill patients. Health Psychology, 24, 225–229. 
https://doi.org/10.1037/0278-6133.24.2.225 

Journal article without DOI 
Light, M. A., & Light, I. H. (2008). The geographic expansion of Mexican immigration in the 

United States and its implications for local law enforcement. Law Enforcement Executive 
Forum Journal, 8(1), 73–82. 

Teshale T. (2008). Modernity eurocentrism and radical politics in Ethiopia 1961–1991. African 
Identities, 6(4), 345–371. 

Book (print) 
Shotton, M. A. (1989). Computer addiction? A study of computer dependency. Taylor & Francis. 

Electronic book 
Shotton, M. A. (1989). Computer addiction? A study of computer dependency! [DX Reader 

version]. Retrieved from http://www.ebookstore.tandf.co.uk/html/index.asp 

Peer Review 
EJOSSAH operates a double-blind anonymised peer review process. The author's identity is hidden 
from reviewers, and the reviewers' identities are hidden from authors. All submissions must pass an 
initial desk review before being sent for external peer review. Manuscripts not falling within the 
journal's scope or not meeting minimum requirements will be rejected at this stage. 

Manuscripts passing the desk review are sent to at least two reviewers for in-depth evaluation. 
Reviewers are expected to make a recommendation of Acceptance, Minor Modification, Major 
Modification, or Rejection. Their feedback is communicated to the corresponding author promptly. 
We will strive for an average review time of 36 weeks from the point of submission depending on 
the availability and response time of peer- reviewers. Authors recommended for publication must 
provide a point-by-point response and resubmit a revised version within the specified deadline. 
Authors will be informed of the outcome within a minimum of nine months from the date of 
submission. 

Members of the editorial team are permitted to submit their own papers to the journal. In such 
cases, they will be removed from all editorial tasks for that paper. 

Ethical Considerations 
 

This journal follows Pluto Journals' Ethics and Code of Conduct policy 
https://www.plutojournals.com/codeofconduct/, which aligns with the ethical standards endorsed 
by the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) at https://publicationethics.org/. In particular: 



1. We expect all authors to state in their article if they have a conflict of interest which could 
potentially bias their opinions—for example, funding or employment relationships. Authors 
must disclose any conflict of interest related to the manuscript on a separate page after the 
references. 

2. All named authors on articles should confirm that they have jointly participated in the 
research and writing of the article, and that no author has been omitted from the list of 
authors. 

3. We require authors to warrant that their articles are original, have not been previously 
published, and do not plagiarise or otherwise copy someone else's work without attribution. 
Authors must confirm that submissions are not under review elsewhere.  

4. We also require authors to warrant that their article does not defame, libel, or bring another 
person into disrepute, and neither does it contain anything illegal (e.g., copyright 
infringement). 

5. Editors and reviewers must disclose any potential conflicts of interest that could influence, 
or be perceived to influence, their handling of a manuscript. Conflicts may include personal 
relationships, academic competition, or financial interests related to the work under 
consideration. If a conflict exists, editors and reviewers must decline to participate in the 
review or editorial decision-making process. The journal maintains procedures to ensure 
that editorial decisions are made without bias and based solely on scholarly merit. Editors 
are not involved in decisions about papers in which they have a conflict of interest and such 
submissions are handled by another qualified editor. 

6. Where research involves human subjects, authors must confirm in the manuscript that 
informed consent was obtained and that the study was conducted in accordance with 
applicable laws and institutional rules and that appropriate IRB approval was obtained. 
Human participants' private rights must be respected at all times. 

7. All submissions are checked for originality during the editorial review. The reviewer's role 
includes the process of checking and dealing with text similarity and suspected plagiarism. 
Plagiarism includes the unattributed use of another author's words, ideas, data, or images, 
as well as excessive text recycling from one's own prior work. Authors wishing to reproduce 
figures, tables, or other materials previously published elsewhere must obtain written 
permission from the copyright holder(s). Reviewers are responsible for reporting potential 
misconduct concerns to the Editor, who assesses according to the COPE plagiarism flowchart 
https://members.publicationethics.org/sites/default/files/plagiarism-submitted-manuscript-cope-flowchart.pdf. 
Manuscripts found to contain significant plagiarism are rejected, and if plagiarism is 
discovered after publication, the journal may issue a correction or retraction and notify the 
authors' institution as appropriate. The editor is responsible for guiding the process and for 
publishing corrections, retractions, or expressions of concern when appropriate. All authors 
will be informed and their consent (where possible) obtained before any changes are made. 
Appropriate measures will be taken, including possible retractions of articles, when cases of 
scholarly misconduct are detected. 

8. Retraction of articles may be required when there is clear evidence that the findings are 
unreliable due to misconduct (e.g., data fabrication, plagiarism) or honest error; when the 
work has been previously published elsewhere without proper attribution; or when the 
research or publication process was unethical. Retraction notices are published promptly, 
clearly identified as such and linked to the original article, which remains in the public record 



but marked as retracted. The notice will include the reasons for retraction and who is 
retracting the article. 

9. Corrections (errata or corrigenda) are published by the journal to ensure the accuracy and 
integrity of the scholarly record. If an error is identified that affects the publication's 
reliability, but not its overall conclusions, a correction will be issued. Corrections will clearly 
describe the change, reference the original article, and be freely accessible. Minor errors 
that do not affect the interpretation of the work will not typically warrant formal correction. 

10. Appeals: should an author wish to appeal a decision of Reject, they should write to the 
Editorial Executive. Two members of the Editorial Board not involved in the original review 
process for the article will reconsider the article and reviews and submit their 
recommendations. Only one round of appeal will be permitted per manuscript. 

 

Biographical Note 
Upon acceptance, authors must submit a short biographical note of 125–150 words for research 
articles and 50–75 words for book reviews. The note should include the author’s name, institutional 
affiliation, and research interests. 

Copyright and Licensing 

Authors of accepted articles grant the Journal and Pluto Journals, publisher of the Journal, the rights 
to publish under Creative Commons License (CC BY-NC 4.0) 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/. Authors will receive a Copyright Form for 
electronic signature upon the acceptance of the article for publication to agree to the Pluto Journals 
Publishing Agreement https://www.plutojournals.com/publishing-agreement/. Moral rights will be 
retained by the original Author(s) and copyright will be held by the authors. 

Under Creative Commons License (CC BY-NC 4.0) he publisher Pluto Journals has the non-exclusive 
right to publish the article, to be cited as its original publisher in case of reuse, and to distribute it in 
all forms and media. Authors may enter into separate arrangements for non-exclusive distribution of 
published papers (e.g., posting to an institutional repository or including in a book), with 
acknowledgement of initial publication in EJOSSAH. 

Contributors are responsible for obtaining written permission to make use, in both print and 
electronic media, of material for which they do not hold the copyright and for ensuring that the 
appropriate acknowledgements are included in their manuscripts. 

 

Artificial Intelligence 
Any use of AI or LLM assistance must be disclosed in the submitted manuscript. Authors should not 
use AI tools to generate ideas, design article structures, find literature, or create arguments. 



Acceptable uses of AI tools include spelling and grammar checks and systematisation of reference 
lists. 

Contact 
Ethiopian Journal of the Social Sciences and Humanities (EJOSSAH) 

College of Social Sciences 

P.O. Box 1176 

Addis Ababa University 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Deputy Editor-in-Chief: ejossah.d.chiefeditor@aau.edu.et 

Submissions: SCIENCEOPEN LINK TO BE PROVIDED 


